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Automator Workflow Techniques
Creating a Photo Slideshow DVD

By Ben Waldie

Creating a photo slideshow DVD is easy enough with iDVD. But Automator can make it even easier. The
following steps will walk you through the process of creating an Automator workflow that will scan through a
folder structure of files, extracting any JPEG images, and creating an iDVD slideshow containing those images.

Please note that this workflow makes use of an iDVD Automator action called Create Magic DVD. This action is

available for free download from Automator.us and must be installed in order to run this workflow.

Step 1:Launch Automator, located in the
Applications folder, and create a new workflow
window.

Step 2:Select the Finder category, located in the
Library list in Automator. Select the Get Folder
Contents action in the Action list, and drag it into
the workflow area on the right side of the Automator
window. Select the Repeat for each subfolder found
checkbox.
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Step 3: Locate and select the Filter Finder Items
action in the Finder category, and drag it into the
workflow area. Configure the action to filter for
items whose File Type is JPEG Image File.
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Step 4: Locate and select the Create Magic DVD
action in the iDVD category, and drag it into the
workflow area. Select Reflection Black Main from the
iDVD Theme popup, and enter My Photo DVD into
the Project Name text field.

OVD Theme: | Reflection Black Main ]
Project Name: My Phote OVD
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Step 5:Select Save as... from the File menu in
Automator.
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When an Automator workflow is saved as an
application, it automatically becomes a drag and
drop application. To run the workflow, drag and
drop a folder structure of images onto the saved
workflow application.
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The workflow will scan through the dropped folder,
as well as any subfolders within the dropped folder,
and extract a list of files. Next, it will filter the
detected files, allowing only JPEG images to proceed
through the rest of the workflow. As the workflow
runs, its status will be displayed in the menu bar.
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Last, the workflow will create a new iDVD project
containing a slideshow of any JPEG images within the
dropped folder structure.

http://www.apple.com/pro/techniques/automator/index5.html
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Download the workflow described here

Learn more about Automator

Download more Actions and Workflows

Learn about AppleScript

Download the Create Magic DVD Automator Action
TECSoft Automator Workshop

Sign Up

Get the latest news for the creative

community straight from Apple.

Resources
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Aperture

MacBook Pro

Mac Pro

30-inch Apple Cinema Display Productivity Benchmark
Current Trends in Virtual Proofing by GrCl
Advanced Typography with Mac OS X Tiger
Apple Cinema Display: Pure Digital Clarity
Apple Cinema Displays Technology Overview
Color Management with Mac OS X Tiger
Migrating: A Guide for Creative Professionals
Migrating: A Guide for Creative Workgroups

Xserve Technology Overview
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http://automator.us/createmagicdvdinstaller.zip
http://www.automatedworkflows.com/files/demos/automatorworkflows/apple/createPhotoDVD.zip
http://www.apple.com/macosx/features/automator/
http://www.apple.com/downloads/macosx/automator/
http://www.apple.com/macosx/features/applescript/
http://automator.us/createmagicdvdinstaller.zip
http://tecsoft.com/training/automator/automator_workshop.html
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Step 6: Enter Create Photo DVD into the Save As text
field, and navigate to a folder in which to save the
workflow. Select Application from the File Format
popup. Click the Save button to save the workflow.

Save As: | Create Photo DVD 1o
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File Format: | Application (2]
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Motion for After Effects Users

Experience the power of Automator and Apple Remote Desktop 3
Managing Creative Workgroups Easily with Apple Remote Desktop 3
Breakthrough Design and Productivity with QuarkXPress 7 Universal
Extending Aperture 1.5

Overview and New Features of Aperture 1.5

Managing Your Creative Assets

Perfect Color Starts Here

The Ultimate Platform for Photography

Creating Rich Media Podcast with Final Cut Pro

Vroom with a view.

Try Aperture 2 for free.
Download the 30-day trial.

Creating a Rich Media
Podcast with Final Cut Studio

Find a Product

Buy direct from Apple 24 hours a day, or
call 1-800-854-3680.
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