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Step 1: Create a new folder named “Exported PDFs”
on your desktop.

Step 2: Launch Automator, located in the
Applications folder, and create a new workflow
window.

Step 3: Select the Adobe InDesign CS2 category,
located in the Library list in Automator. Select the
Open Documents in InDesign action in the Action list
and drag it into the workflow area on the right side
of the Automator window.

Step 4: Locate and select the Export InDesign
Documents to PDF action in the Adobe InDesign CS2
category, and drag it into the workflow area. Select
the desired PDF export preset, and choose to export
the PDF files into the Exported PDF’s folder you
created on your desktop. Choose to save the PDF’s
as the original document name, and select the Save
and Close Documents after Export checkbox.

Step 5: Select Save As… from the File menu in
Automator.

Step 7: To convert the workflow application to a
multi-item processor, drag and drop the workflow
application onto the Automator Multi-Item
Processing Utility application.

Step 8: When prompted, specify a name for the
converted multi-item processing workflow.

Step 9: To begin processing, drag and drop multiple
InDesign documents onto the converted multi-item
processing workflow.

Each dropped file should be processed individually
through the Automator workflow, and the resulting
PDF files should be saved into the Exported PDF’s
folder on your desktop.
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Individually Processing Files Through
an Automator Workflow
By Ben Waldie

Automator makes it easy to create drag-and-drop workflow applications to process batches of files all at
once. Simply save any Automator workflow as an application, and it will automatically become a drag-and-
drop application.

This method of processing may work fine for workflows that process only a handful of files. But what if you
need to process hundreds or thousands of files? It may not be practical to process an entire set of files as a
single batch. Instead, it may make more sense to process the files through the workflow individually, one
after another. The Automator Multi-Item Processing Utility, available for free from Automated Workflows, LLC,
makes this type of processing possible.

The following steps will walk you through the process of individually processing files through an Automator
workflow using the Automator Multi-Item Processing Utility. This particular workflow will open InDesign
documents and export them to an output folder in PDF format.

Note: This example workflow makes use of third-party InDesign actions, which are available from Automated
Workflows, LLC. To use this workflow, you will need to download the Open Documents in InDesign and Export
InDesign Documents to PDF actions, which are available for in demo form, along with dozens of other great
actions.
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Downloads and Useful Links

Download the workflow described here
Learn more about Automator
Download more Actions and Workflows
Learn about AppleScript
Download the Automator Multi-Item Processing Utility
Download Adobe InDesign Actions for Automator
TECSoft Automator Workshop

Hot Topic: Color

Inside Aperture

Aperture

MacBook Pro

Mac Pro

30-inch Apple Cinema Display Productivity Benchmark

Current Trends in Virtual Proofing by GrCI

Advanced Typography with Mac OS X Tiger

Apple Cinema Display: Pure Digital Clarity

Apple Cinema Displays Technology Overview

Color Management with Mac OS X Tiger

Migrating: A Guide for Creative Professionals

Migrating: A Guide for Creative Workgroups

Xserve Technology Overview

Resources

Seminars

Motion for After Effects Users
Experience the power of Automator and Apple Remote Desktop 3
Managing Creative Workgroups Easily with Apple Remote Desktop 3
Breakthrough Design and Productivity with QuarkXPress 7 Universal
Extending Aperture 1.5
Overview and New Features of Aperture 1.5

Creating a Folder Watching Workflow

Creating a Scheduled Automator Workflow

Individually Processing Files Through an Automator Workflow

Uploading Aperture Image Previews to an FTP Server

Creating a Photo Slideshow DVD

Creating an iWeb Photo Preview Page
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Find a Product

Buy direct from Apple 24 hours a day, or
call 1-800-854-3680.

Step 6: Name the workflow Convert InDesign
Documents to PDF, set the File Format popup to
Application, and save the workflow into the desired
folder.
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Managing Your Creative Assets
Perfect Color Starts Here
The Ultimate Platform for Photography
Creating Rich Media Podcast with Final Cut Pro

Visit an Apple Store

Find an Apple Reseller: City/State/Zip
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Considering a Mac
Why you’ll love a Mac
Which Mac are you?
FAQs
Watch the ads

Find out how
Mac Basics
Photos
Movies
Web
Music
iWork
MobileMe

Macs
Mac Pro
Mac mini
MacBook
MacBook Pro
MacBook Air
MacBook White
iMac

Accessories
Mighty Mouse
Keyboard
LED Cinema Display

Wi-Fi Base Stations
AirPort Express
AirPort Extreme
Time Capsule
Which Wi-Fi are you?

Servers
Servers Overview
Xserve
Xsan
Mac OS X Server

MobileMe
Learn more

Mac OS X
10.5 Leopard
Accessibility

QuickTime
Movie Trailers
QuickTime Player
QuickTime Pro

Applications
iLife
iWork
Aperture
Final Cut Studio
Final Cut Server
Final Cut Express
Logic Studio
Logic Express
Shake
Remote Desktop

Developer
Developer Connection
Membership Info
Products Guide

Markets
Creative Pro
Education
Science
Business

Support
Where can I buy a Mac?
AppleCare
Online Support
Telephone Sales
Personal Shopping
Genius Bar
Workshops
One to One
ProCare
Certification
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