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Pro

Automator Workflow Techniques

Uploading Aperture Image Previews to

an FTP Server

By Ben Waldie

Export presets in Aperture make it easy to quickly export preview versions of selected images in your photo
library. But wouldn’t it be great to automatically rename those images and send them to your FTP server at the

same time? With Automator, you can.

The following steps will walk you through the process of creating an Automator workflow that will export
selected aperture images as previews, rename them sequentially with the current date, and upload them to

your FTP server.

This particular workflow uses the popular FTP/SFTP application Fetch to perform the upload process.
Automator support was introduced with Fetch version 5.1, so you will need to make sure that you have Fetch
5.1 or higher installed to use this workflow. A demonstration version of Fetch is available from the Fetch

Softworks website.

Step 1:Create a folder named Web Images on the
desktop.

Step 2: Launch Automator, located in the
Applications folder, and create a new workflow
window.

Step 3:Select the Finder category, located in the
Library list in Automator. Select the New Folder
action in the Action list and drag it into the workflow
area on the right side of the Automator window.
Enter Web Images into the Name field and choose
Desktop from the Where popup. This action will
ensure that a Web Images folder exists on the
desktop when the workflow is run in the future.
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Step 4: Locate and select the Get Folder Contents
action in the Finder category, and drag it into the
workflow area.
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Step 5: Locate and select the Move to Trash action in
the Finder category, and drag it into the workflow
area. This action will clean out any previously
processed images in the Web Images folder, if
present.

Step 6: Locate and select the Get Selected Images
action in the Aperture category, and drag it into the
workflow area.
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Step 7: Click on the action’s input (labeled Aperture
Image) in the title bar of the action and select Ignore
Results from Previous Action.
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Step 9: Locate and select the Rename Finder Items
action in the Finder category, and drag it into the
workflow area. Choose Make Sequential from the
popup at the top of the action. Select the new name
radio button, but don’t enter a name into the text
field next to it. This will cause the images to be
renamed with a sequential number only and no other
text. Choose after name from the Place number pop-
up and nothing from the separated by pop-up. Enter
a starting number of 1 and select the Make all
numbers checkbox and enter a value of 3 into the
corresponding text field.
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Step 10: Locate and select the Rename Finder Items
action in the Finder category again, and drag it into
the workflow area a second time. This time, choose
Add Date or Time from the popup at the top of the
action. Select Current from the Date/Time popup,
Month Day Year from the Format popup, Before
name from the Where popup, Dash from both
separator popups. Select the Use Leading Zeros
checkbox.
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Step 11: Locate and select the Upload Files action in
the Fetch category, and drag it into the workflow
area. Enter the address for your FTP server into the
Hostname field. Specify a username, connection
method, and folder. If desired, specify a port number
and select an upload format.
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Downloads and Useful Links
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Download the workflow described here
Learn more about Automator
Download more Actions and Workflows
Learn about AppleScript

Learn more about Aperture

Learn about Fetch

TECSoft Automator Workshop
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Get the latest news for the creative
community straight from Apple.

Sign Up

Resources

Hot Topic: Color

Inside Aperture

Aperture

MacBook Pro

Mac Pro

30-inch Apple Cinema Display Productivity Benchmark

Current Trends in Virtual Proofing by GrCl

HAAHAI292090

Advanced Typography with Mac OS X Tiger
g Apple Cinema Display: Pure Digital Clarity
fﬁ Apple Cinema Displays Technology Overview
a Color Management with Mac OS X Tiger

3 Migrating: A Guide for Creative Professionals
3 Migrating: A Guide for Creative Workgroups

g Xserve Technology Overview
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Motion for After Effects Users

L

Experience the power of Automator and Apple Remote Desktop 3

L

Managing Creative Workgroups Easily with Apple Remote Desktop 3

L)

Breakthrough Design and Productivity with QuarkXPress 7 Universal

v

Extending Aperture 1.5

L

Overview and New Features of Aperture 1.5
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Use Results from Previous Action
v Ignore Results from Previous Action

Step 8: Locate and select the Export Versions action
in the Aperture category, and drag it into the
workflow area. Select Other... from the Destination
pop-up and when prompted choose the Web Images
folder you created on your desktop. Select the
desired Aperture export preset, such as JPEG — Fit
within 640 x 640. Select Current Version Name from
the Export Name Format popup, and No Folder...
from the Export Subfolder popup.
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The workflow is now ready for use. To test it, open
Aperture and select a handful of images. Then run
the workflow. The images should be automatically
exported to a Web Images folder on the desktop,
renamed, and uploaded to your FTP server with
Fetch. Now, that’s efficiency!
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Managing Your Creative Assets
Perfect Color Starts Here

* The Ultimate Platform for Photography
= Creating Rich Media Podcast with Final Cut Pro

Vroom with a view.

15- and 17-inch MacBook Pro

Learn more

Try Aperture 2 for free.
Download the 30-day trial.

Learn more

Creating a Rich Media

Learn more

Podcast with Final Cut Studio
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Find a Product

Find an

Buy direct from Apple 24 hours a day, or
call 1-800-854-3680.

Visit an Apple Store °

Apple Reseller: /Q_W\
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Considering a Mac Macs
Why you’ll love a Mac Mac Pro
Which Mac are you? Mac mini
FAQs MacBook
Watch the ads MacBook Pro

. MacBook Air
Find out how .

i MacBook White
Mac Basics .
iMac

Photos
Movies Accessories
Web Mighty Mouse
Music Keyboard
iWork LED Cinema Display
MobileMe
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Wi-Fi Base Stations MobileMe Applications
AirPort Express Learn more iLife
AirPort Extreme iWork
X Mac OS X
Time Capsule Aperture
. o 10.5 Leopard . .
Which Wi-Fi are you? o Final Cut Studio
Accessibility .
Final Cut Server
Servers . ) .
QuickTime Final Cut Express

Servers Overview i ) X X
Movie Trailers Logic Studio
Xserve

QuickTime Player
QuickTime Pro

Logic Express
Shake
Remote Desktop

Xsan
Mac OS X Server

Shop the Apple Online Store (1-800-MY-APPLE), visit an Apple Retail Store, or find a reseller.
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